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Macro Strategy View: On the bounce

Constructive, but not yet outright bullish
Tech sector attempts to recoup losses
Hawkish macro bias may not mean hikes
We believe ‘neutral duration’ is the way to be
UAE risk burnished by relative value allure
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» Global markets begin Tuesday with a somewhat more constructive risk tone, but the improvement in
sentiment should not be confused with a shift to an outright bullish risk stance. Yes, we are seeing a
modest recovery in sentiment toward the tech sector — after its earlier weakness — but investor anxiety and
uncertainty remains elevated. This being said, credit markets are largely a sea of green this morning after
U.S. equities closed sharply higher overnight, with the S&P 500 gaining 2.35%. Korean bourses are
outperforming, understandably, this morning with the KOSDAQ and the KOSPI both up by more than 4%
at the time of writing.
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U.S. labour-market resilience — albeit with some recent signs of softness — has reinforced the hawkish
rates narrative. Last week’s release of October nonfarm payrolls data painted a healthy picture with jobs
growth coming in at +165,000 and the unemployment rate ticking down to 4.1%, from 4.2% previously. As
a result, the fed funds futures market now prices in 21bps of tightening at the December (9th) FOMC
meeting, implying an 84% probability of an additional hike before year-end. Such expectations should keep
the front end of the Treasury curve under some pressure and limit the extent of any sustained rally in
duration.

Moderating hawks
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Indeed, we have seen investors shift from earlier positioning in which they were aggressively bearish
duration, toward a more neutral stance, and we continue to believe that this is the right way to be. Given
the balance of risks, we see little justification for an outright bullish approach to duration at this stage.

From a risk perspective, we would conjecture that market bias today should remain cautiously constructive,
but with a preference for quality and earnings visibility rather than blatantly chasing higher-beta assets.
The combination of resilient economic activity and tighter-for-longer (net restrictive) monetary policy seems
set to create challenging conditions going forward for highly rate-sensitive sectors.

Closer to home, we see a more delicate macro balance. On the one hand while a decline in the oil price —
less implied inflation risk — is globally risk positive, on the other hand we would say that the impact of a
lower oil price is more ambiguous from a GCC regional perspective. The UAE looks relatively well placed
in this regard, because of its strong sovereign balance sheet, diversified economy, low fiscal breakeven
oil price, and continuing investment in the capex supercycle. In comparison, we acknowledge that Saudi
Arabia's underlying non-oil story also remains constructive, but are cognisant that its near-term fiscal
constraints and market sensitivity to crude are materially greater.

Overall, we would advocate maintaining cautiously risk-on bias today, as opposed to being outright bullish.
This in turn should favour UAE risk from a relative value perspective, with the allure of quality GCC carry,
while staying disciplined on duration, and keeping a close eye on the evolving and fragile geopolitical

situation.
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Major Rates &FX Pairs

Change (basis points)
UST Yield Prev day Close

5Y 4.678% +3.2 -3.2 -33.9 +96.4 +95.2
10Y 4.884% +2.6 -3.0 -35.6 +76.7 +71.5
30Y 5.280% +1.3 -0.7 -31.7 +57.4 +43.5

Source: Bloomberg

Change (basis points)
DSSSOTROS | Frevday oo™ [ Ty 1w [ vk | v
3.3

5Y 439.3 -3.9 -33.7 98.7 93.0
10Y 448.9 2.9 -3.8 -35.3 80.8 68.7
30Y 462.1 1.8 -2.1 -31.1 65.0 45.4

Source: Bloomberg

% Change
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EUR USD 1.1223 0.72% 0.32% 0.61% -2.89% -4.45%
GBP USD 1.3442 0.67% 0.27% 1.77% 2.03% -0.24%
USD JPY 157.91 -0.36% -0.02% -0.44% 2.44% 0.77%

Source: Bloomberg

% Change
gurreney Gross et T T W [ [ R [ vio

USD TRY 50.1798 +0.06% +0.40% +1.79% +18.81% +16.82%
USD INR 93.9362 -0.57% -1.02% -2.89% +5.90% +4.52%
USD IDR 18,085.00 -0.14% -0.36% +1.02% +8.59% +8.36%

Source: Bloomberg

MENA Credits

Change (basis points)
reexspreads | reveEos bR [ T w [ | R | v |

EM Sovs Hard Ccy 210.3 -1.4 +5.0 +23.4 +7.8 +27.2
EM Agg Hard Ccy 200.8 -1.5 +3.4 +24.2 +11.6 +20.0
GCC: IG+HY 129.2 -3.3 -3.8 +12.5 +40.4 +34.0

Source: Bloomberg; The above indices indicated are all Bloomberg index

cDS Change (basis points)

Abu Dhabi 5Y 34.4 2.1 3.3 2.0 +6.2 +7.1
Kuwait 5Y 56.2 +0.3 1.4 4.5 +6.5 +8.8
KSA 5Y 67.3 29 4.1 +0.2 +4.0 +0.2
Dubai 5Y 61.3 1.9 29 1.1 +11.3 +15.2
Oman 5Y 74.5 35 6.1 -85 +7.3 +4.1
Bahrain 5Y 301.0 -8.6 7.2 -59.9 +132.6 +117.3
Egypt 5Y 313.6 -10.3 24.0 +4.3 -16.5 +42.7

Source: Bloomberg

Major Commodities Prices

% Change
Commodities Prev day Close

WTI Oil $/bbl 86.85 -4.38% -9.96% -5.44% +44.44% +51.25%
Brent Oil $/bbl 92.57 -5.85% -11.64% -11.60% +44.51% +52.13%
Gold spot $/oz 4,139.8 +1.70% +4.90% -0.78% +0.58% -4.16%

Silver spot $/Troy oz 53.418 +2.89% +5.50% -11.35% +5.76% -25.46%
Aluminium 3MO $ 3,066.5 +0.13% -0.89% +0.59% +7.67% +2.37%
Nickel 3MO $ 16,225 -0.78% +4.30% +3.86% +7.74% -2.53%

Copper 3MO $ 13,897 +0.93% -3.13% -4.43% +29.67% +11.86%
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GLOBAL

Dow Jones Inds. Avg 52,390
S&P 500 7,550
Nasdaq Composite 25,253
Nikkei 58,776
Hang Seng 24,449
Shanghai 3,661

Mumbai Sensex 81,107
DAX 26,267
CAC 40 8,233
FTSE 100 10,783
DJ Stoxx 50 6,290
FTSE MIB Index 51,400
SMI Index 14,946
Abu Dhabi — ADX 9,483

Dubai — DFM 6,087

Saudi Arabia 10,946
Bahrain 1,822

Kuwait (Premier Market) 8,967

Oman 7,234

Egypt 51,415
Turkey 11,713

Source: Bloomberg
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Important Notice: This communication has been prepared by individual personnel of First Abu Dhabi Bank PJSC or its
affiliates (collectively, “FAB”) and, accordingly, it may not represent the views of FAB. FAB is licensed and regulated by
the Central Bank of the United Arab Emirates and its registered office address is P.O. Box 6316, 1 — Al Qurm, Abu Dhabi,
the United Arab Emirates. This communication is directed at persons (i) who have been or can be classified by FAB as
eligible counterparties, professional clients or sophisticated investors, (i) who have experience in matters relating to
investments and (iii) other persons to whom it may otherwise lawfully be communicated. No other person should review
the contents or access the products or transactions discussed in this communication. All material contained herein,
including any proposed terms and conditions, is indicative and for discussion purposes only, is subject to change without
notice, is strictly confidential, may not be reproduced and is intended for your consideration only. It does not include a
number of terms and conditions that will be included in any actual transaction and final terms and conditions are subject to
further discussion and negotiation nor does it purport to identify all applicable risks. This communication is not a
commitment to deal in any product, offer financing or enter into any transaction described herein. FAB is not acting as your
agent, fiduciary or investment adviser and is not managing your account. The provision of information in this communication
is not based on your individual circumstances and must not be relied upon as an assessment of suitability for you of a
particular product or transaction. It does not constitute investment advice and FAB makes no recommendation as to the
suitability of any of the products or transactions mentioned. Even if FAB possesses information as to your objectives in
relation to any transaction, series of transactions or trading strategy, this is not sufficient for, and does not constitute, any
assessment of suitability for you of any transaction, series of transactions or trading strategy. Save in those jurisdictions
where it is not permissible to make such a statement, FAB hereby informs you that this communication should not be
considered as a solicitation or offer to sell or purchase any securities, deal in any product or enter into any transaction.
You should make any trading or investment decisions in reliance on your own analysis and judgment and/or that of your
independent advisors and not in reliance on FAB and any decision whether or not to adopt any strategy or engage in any
transaction will not be FAB’s responsibility. FAB does not provide investment, accounting, tax, financial, legal, regulatory
or other advice; such matters as well as the suitability of a potential transaction or product or investment should be
discussed with your independent advisors. Prior to dealing in any product or entering into any transaction, you and the
senior management in your organization should determine, without reliance on FAB, (i) the economic risks or merits, as
well as the investment, accounting, tax, financial, legal and regulatory characteristics and consequences of dealing with
any product or entering into the transaction (ii) that you are able to assume these risks, (iii) that such product or transaction
is appropriate for a person with your experience, investment goals, financial resources or any other relevant circumstance
or consideration. Where you are acting as an adviser or agent, you should evaluate this communication in light of the
circumstances applicable to your principal and the scope of your authority. Any prices used herein, unless otherwise
specified, are indicative. Although all information has been obtained from, and is based upon sources believed to be
reliable, it may be incomplete or condensed, it has not been verified by FAB and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed. FAB
makes no representation or warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy of the information, the reasonableness of
any assumptions used in calculating any illustrative performance information or the accuracy (mathematical or otherwise)
or validity of such information. Any opinions attributed to FAB constitute FAB’s judgment as of the date of the relevant
material and are subject to change without notice. Provision of information may cease at any time without reason or notice
being given. Commissions and other costs relating to any dealing in any products or entering into any transactions referred
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to in this communication may not have been taken into consideration. Any scenario analysis or information generated from
a model is for illustrative purposes only. Where the communication contains “forward-looking” information, such information
may include, but is not limited to, projections, forecasts or estimates of cashflows, yields or return, scenario analyses and
proposed or expected portfolio composition. Any forward-looking information is based upon certain assumptions about
future events or conditions and is intended only to illustrate hypothetical results under those assumptions (not all of which
are specified herein or can be ascertained at this time). It does not represent actual termination or unwind prices that may
be available to you or the actual performance of any products and neither does it present all possible outcomes or describe
all factors that may affect the value of any applicable investment or product. Actual events or conditions are unlikely to be
consistent with, and may differ significantly from, those assumed. FAB shall not be under an obligation to update any
information contained in this communication. lllustrative performance results may be based on mathematical models that
calculate those results by using inputs that are based on assumptions about a variety of future conditions and events and
not all relevant events or conditions may have been considered in developing such assumptions. Accordingly, actual results
may vary and the variations may be substantial. The products or transactions identified in any of the illustrative calculations
presented herein may therefore not perform as described and actual performance may differ, and may differ substantially,
from those illustrated in this communication. When evaluating any forward looking information you should understand the
assumptions used and, together with your independent advisors, consider whether they are appropriate for your purposes.
You should also note that the models used in any analysis may be proprietary, making the results difficult or impossible for
any third party to reproduce. This communication is not intended to predict any future events. Past performance is not
indicative of future performance. FAB accepts no responsibility and makes no representation to you or to any third parties
for, and has not independently verified, the quality, accuracy, timeliness, continued availability or completeness of any data
or calculations contained and/or referred to in this communication and FAB shall not be liable for any special, direct,
indirect, incidental or consequential loss or damage which may be sustained because of the use of the information
contained and/or referred to in this communication or otherwise arising in connection with the information contained and/or
referred to in this communication, provided that this exclusion of liability shall not exclude or limit any liability under any law
or regulation applicable to FAB that may not be excluded or restricted. The transactions and any products described herein
may be subject to fluctuations of their mark-to-market price or value and such fluctuations may, depending on the type of
product or security and the financial environment, be substantial. Where a product or transaction provides for payments
linked to or derived from prices or yields of, without limitation, one or more securities, other instruments, indices, rates,
assets or foreign currencies, such provisions may result in negative fluctuations in the value of and amounts payable with
respect to such product prior to or at redemption. You should consider the implications of such fluctuations with your
independent advisers. The products or transactions referred to in this communication may be subject to the risk of loss of
some or all of your investment, for instance (and the examples set out below are not exhaustive), as a result of fluctuations
in price or value of the product or transaction or a lack of liquidity in the market or the risk that your counterparty or any
guarantor fails to perform its obligations or, if this the product or transaction is linked to the credit of one or more entities,
any change to the creditworthiness of the credit of any of those entities. FAB (whether through the individual sales
and/trading personnel involved in the preparation or issuance of this communication or otherwise) may from time to time
have long or short principal positions and/or actively trade, for its own account and those of its customers, by making
markets to its clients, in products identical to or economically related to the products or transactions referred to in this
communication. FAB may also undertake hedging transactions related to the initiation or termination of a product or
transaction, that may adversely affect the market price, rate, index or other market factor(s) underlying the product or
transaction and consequently its value. FAB may have an investment banking or other commercial relationship with and
access to information from the issuer(s) of securities, products, or other interests underlying a product or transaction. FAB
may also have potential conflicts of interest due to the present or future relationships between FAB and any asset
underlying the product or transaction, any collateral manager, any reference obligations or any reference entity. Any
decision to purchase any product or enter into any transaction referred to in this communication should be based upon the
information contained in any associated offering document if one is available (including any risk factors or investment
considerations mentioned therein) and/or the terms of any agreement. Any securities which are the subject of this
communication have not been and will not be registered under the United States Securities Act of 1933 as amended (the
Securities Act) or any United States securities law, and may not be offered or sold within the United States or to, or for the
account or benefit of, any US person, except pursuant to an exemption from, or in a product or transaction, not subject to,
the registration requirements of the Securities Act. This communication is not intended for distribution to, or to be used by,
any person or entity in any jurisdiction or country which distribution or use would be contrary to law or regulation. FAB may
process your personal data to provide you with information or promotional and advertising communications on products,
services, other events and campaigns.

If you wish not to receive email from the Market Insights team at FAB, please click here to send us your request
to unsubscribe, and you shall no longer receive such information. You can also let us know by contacting your usual
FAB representative should you wish to no longer receive any such further information. You may be entitled according to
the applicable laws to exercise your rights to access, to rectification, to erasure and to portability of your personal data, to
restrict the use of and to object to the processing of your personal data. You may exercise any such aforesaid rights by
sending your request to FAB at the following address: privacy@bankfab.com.
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